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Social Justice, Anti-Bias 
+ 

Social & Emotional Learning 

Liz Kleinrock 
Teach and Transform Founder 

 

 

Pre-Ice Breaker 

●  What is your most notorious UNPOPULAR opinion?  

Objectives 
●  Participants will leave with concrete practices for implementing and 

developing SEL practices with a culturally responsive and social justice lens. 
●  Participants will Identify initial steps to take in developing concrete SEL and 

SJ practices in schools. 
●  Participants will explore the correlation between SEL and social justice 

practices.  
●  Participants will identify first steps towards building SEL programs, and reflect 

upon strategies to integrate social justice into established practices. 
 

About 
●  Korean-born, transracial, Jewish adoptee 
●  Washington DC-bred 
●  Layovers in St. Louis and Oakland  
●  2 term AmeriCorps corps member 
●  Current 4th grade teacher at CWC Silver 

Lake  
○  Taught 1st-5th grades over the past 7 

years  
●  Serve on CWC’s committee to develop 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion  
●  Horror movie enthusiast & breakfast food 

connoisseur  

Ice Breaker  

•How did the family/community in which you grew 
up define “success?” 

•How do you now define “success”? 
 

Overview of CWC Los Angeles  
 
●  Rapidly growing charter network with 3 schools serving 1,900 students 

○  CWC Silver Lake: 600 elementary school and 200 middle school 
 
●  Diverse by design school model - representing the diversity of LA 

 
●  Constructivist pedagogical approach 

 
●  Deep focus on SEL and diversity, equity and inclusion 
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Why Social Justice and SEL in Elementary 
Schools?  
●  Social and emotional learning cannot and does not exist without a social 

justice lens. 
●  In order to educate students holistically, schools must view their students 

holistically, which includes their lives, families, cultures, experiences, AND 
systems of power and oppression under which our students live. 

●  In order to support staff and teachers in implementing SEL, school leadership 
must create opportunities for staff to reflect, engage and reflect on their lives, 
families, cultures, experiences, AND systems of power, oppression, and 
privilege under which they live. 

 •I.e. You cannot claim to cultivate a sense of “responsibility” in students if you penalize a child 
for not doing their homework while failing to recognize that the same child acts as a caregiver for siblings. 

 
 

Why Social Justice and SEL in Elementary 
Schools?  

•Social Justice is neither an “either/or” options for schools, nor is it an 
“add on” to preexisting curriculum. 

•Social justice and culturally responsive practices are a LENS through 
which you teach. 

•Ideally, this does not cost money or the purchase of curriculum, but 
requires time and intentionality on behalf of school leaders and educators. 
 

 
 
 

What is Social Justice? 
 
 

What is Social Justice in schools?  

Creating a normed definition and vision 
Personal:  

“Working towards social justice means disrupting the system so we no longer 
have success predictors in schools based on race, ethnicity, income, language, 
ableness, gender, sexual orientation, religion, or zip code.”  

With students in schools:  

“In a community, people using their voices, power, and privileges to make sure 
that everyone has equal rights, equal opportunities, equal access to resources, 
and is treated fairly.”  

Social Justice and SEL  
How are social justice and SEL connected? 

Follow the ABC’s*: 

A) Affirm Identity (who is visible?) 

B) Build Community (shared responsibility) 

C) Cultivate Leadership (empowerment) 

What happens when you do not see yourself reflected in your own community? 

 

*Tatum, Beverly Daniel. “Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? And Other Conversations About Race. New York: 
Basic Books, 1997. P. 215-216. 
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Steps (staff steps should mirror student steps)   
 
 
●  Survey Staff and Student Culture  

a)  People in our community feel respected for 
their differences.  

b)  Do you feel like your voice matters?  
c)  Are you represented in your school 

community?  
d)  Do you have the same opportunities as 

others?  
●  What are the areas of greatest need for your 

school? 
○  Educator support? 
○  Trainings for school leadership? 
○  Family involvement? 

●  Survey your school community: 
○  What is the dominant culture? 
○  How does the dominant culture impact 

how we interact with students and 
families? 

 

Clearly Identify Theme/s  

●  Don’t overload your objective/s.  
●  Focus on an area for growth. 
●  Pre-test to measure where students are. 

○  Begin with one class per grade level  
●  Post test to measure growth.  
●  Share results with staff and community members.  
●  Implement with multiple classes/grade levels through lesson 

study to identify effective practices and challenges  

Cultural Dominance  
Whose expectations are 
our students following or 
conforming to, and why? 

 
When we consider 

“holistically” educating 
our students, are we 

“holistically” taking all of 
their cultures, beliefs, 
and experiences into 

account?  

Social Justice and SEL at CWCSL 

Social Justice at CWCSL  
 

   Social Justice at CWCSL  
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   Social Justice at CWCSL  
 
Identity Comparison with Partner 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.9 

Compare and contrast the treatment  

of similar themes and topics 

 

Social Justice at CWCSL  

Student introductory poem 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.D. 
Use concrete words, phrases and sensory 
details to convey experiences and events 

precisely. 

 

Social Justice at CWCSL  
 

Comparing Primary and 
Secondary Sources for a 

Holocaust/Allyship & Advocacy 
Unit 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.6 

Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand 
account of the same event or topic; describe the 

differences in focus and information provided. 
 

Social Justice at CWCSL  
 Comparative Literature Essay 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.9 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, and research 
 

Social Justice at CWCSL  
 

Harry Potter as Anchor Text 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.R.2.3 
Describe how characters in a story respond to major 

events and challenges 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.9 
Recall information from experiences or gather 

information from provided sources to answer a question 
 

Social Justice at CWCSL  
 

Student opinion letter on gun 
violence in schools 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a 
point of view with reasons and information 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.D 

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform or explain about the topic 
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Social Justice at CWCSL  
 “Visible Thinking” Jigsaw using MLK’s 

“Letter from Birmingham Jail” 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1 

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.2 

Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key 
details; summarize the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3 

Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific 

information in the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.4 

Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or 
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

Social Justice at CWCSL  
 

Cost of Living Math 
Project  

 
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.4.OA.A.1 

Interpret a multiplication equation as a 
comparison, e.g. interpret 35 = 5 x7 as a 
statement that 35 is 5 times as many as 
7 and 7 times as many as 5. Represent 

verbal statements of multiplicative 
comparisons as multiplication equations. 

 
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.4.OA.A.3 

Solve multistep word problems posed 
with whole numbers and having whole 

number answers using the four 
operations, including problems in which 

remainders must be interpreted. 

 

Social Justice at CWCSL  
 

Financial Literacy Math 
Project  

 
 

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.4.OA.A.3 
Solve multistep word problems posed with 
whole numbers and having whole number 

answers using the four operations, including 
problems in which remainders must be 

interpreted. 

Social Justice & SEL at CWC 

Social Justice at CWCSL  
 
Create ample space and 
opportunity for authentic 
student reflection. 

 

“What is an example of a 
privilege you have? How is it a 
privilege, and were you born 
with it, or did you earn it?”  

 

Social Justice at CWCSL  
 
Create ample space and 
opportunity for authentic student 
reflection. 

After learning about race in this unit, 
what questions do you still have about 

race and identity?  
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SEL and Social Justice in Lower Elementary  

●  What are the FOUNDATIONS of broad social justice topics?  
○  Punishment, consequences, fairness → Incarceration  
○  Citizenship, community, immigration → DACA 
○  Differences (internal and external) → Race 
○  Fairness, equality → Discrimination, racism  
○  Rights, laws → Government, equal protections 
○  Stereotypes → Bias, Prejudice  
○  Comparing and contrasting communities and resources → Equity, access to 

resources  
○  Real-world experience with money → Financial literacy  
○  Sharing → Inclusion  
○  Family structure → LGBTQ  

Data Collection  
 
●  BOY and EOY surveys  
●  Student culture surveys 
●  Staff surveys 
●  SEL rubrics  

 

Family Participation (transparency is key!)  
  

Self Care  
●  Be kind to yourself. 
●  While this work is urgent, act with 

intentionality and patience. 
●  Start by choosing one topic you can execute 

well, rather than a multitude that miss the 
mark. 

●  Pick a passion or area of need, and develop 
your own voice in teaching it. 

●  Consider the needs of your community  

“Hope for the best, prepare for the worst.” 

 
 

Name one quality or characteristic you 
hope to instill in your school’s students 

The Role of Leadership  
Teacher Perspective:  

●  Aligned expectations  
○  Differentiated support 
○  Encourage authenticity 
○  Courageousness  
○  Fearless 
○  Creative  
○  Risk taking  

●  EVERYTHING YOU WANT YOUR 
STUDENTS TO BE!!!  
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Close Out 

What is something SEL or Social Justice related that you’re 
excited to bring back to your classroom or school?  

What is ONE actionable step you want to have in place at the 
start of the 2018-2019 school year? 
 

 

Resources  
●  Museum of Tolerance  

○  Free trainings for educators 
(travel) 

●  Teaching Tolerance  
○  Online trainings, webinars, 

curriculum, resources, lesson 
plans  

●  Facing History and Ourselves 
○  Free curriculum and resources  
○  Access to trainers and mentors  

●  Mindful Schools 
○  Online trainings and certifications  

●  Rock Your World 
○  Online curriculum for social action  

Contact: 

elizabeth.kleinrock@cwcsilverlake.org  

www.teachandtransform.org  

         @teachandtransform  

 


